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repercussions if, from both sides, a great weariness
of war had not hastened the end of hostilities.

The Treaty of Hubertsburg terminated the
Seven Years' War in 1763 ; it had been a costly war
without any practical result, begun under the hap-
piest omens and ended in discouragement and
weariness.

Though a pacifist, Louis XV was drawn into
ceaseless European conflicts, and had to fight not
only on the continent but also on sea and in the
colonies.

In anticipation of a resumption of hostilities in
Canada, India and the Mediterranean, Machault and
Rouille from 1749 had ordered a reorganization of
the French navy; they had established store-
houses and munition supplies at Brest, Rochefort
and Toulon, had begun numbers of ships in the
yards and formed well-armed squadrons.

England, alarmed at these preparations, in-
creased the strength of her fleet and gave the
command to Admirals Boscawen, Hawke and Byng.

Andre Maurois writes in his remarkable Histoire
d^^Angleterre: "The position of the French in Canada
was far from safe. The English colonies had, since
Charles II who had acquired the Carolinas and the
state of New-York, formed a homgeneous, well
populated block along the coast. They had about
1,200,000 inhabitants, while the number of French
colonists in Canada scarcely exceeded 60,000.
England, a country where merchants were powerful,
clung passionately to her colonies, and, in order